
 
 

Fall 2018 Honors Course Offerings 
 

 CRN Course Title Days Time Instructor 
Credit 
Hours 

HU 
Gen Ed 

31071 HN201A 
Ethical Respons. Of 
Leadership 

TR 1-2:15 Gleason 3 

31210 HN201B Women in WWII TR 9:30-10:45 Sullivan/Wynn 3 

31693 HN201C Ancient Greek Philosophy TR 1-2:15 Hine 3 

31774 HN201D Intro to Religion MWF 10-10:50 Jones 3 

31088 TH202HNA Honors Acting I MW 9-10:50 Elliot 3 

31089 TH202HNB Honors Acting I TR 9-10:50 Elliot 3 

HU UD 
Gen Ed 

32101 HN301A Envisioning the Future T 5:30-8 Prasch/Weed 3 

32107 HN301B 
Life & Death on KS 
Homestead 

MW 1-2:15 Erby/Steinroetter 3 

32824 HN301C Professional Ethics TR 11-12:15 Moss 3 

32827 HN301D Speculative Fiction Writing M 5:30-8 Wasserstein 3 

        

SS 
Gen Ed 

30405 HN202A 
Exploring Concepts of 
Leadership 

TR 9:30-10:45 Edelman 3 

30406 HN202B 
Exploring Concepts of 
Leadership 

TR 11-12:15 Edelman 3 

30740 HN202C Mock Trial TR 5:30-7:30 Hall 3 

30950 HN202D Women in WWII TR 9:30-10:45 Sullivan/Wynn 3 

SS UD 
Gen Ed 

32822 HN302A Envisioning the Future T 5:30-8 Prasch/Weed 3 

32823 HN302B 
Life & Death on KS 
Homestead 

MW 1-2:15 Erby/Steinroetter 3 

        

WU 
Req. 

30956 HN101A 
Honors Washburn 
Experience 

TR 11-12:15 Wynn 3 

32825 HN101B 
Honors Washburn 
Experience 

MWF 10-10:50 Hageman 3 

        

Honors 
Upper 

Division 

32108 HN392A 
Directed Readings 
(Independent Study) 

  Wynn 1-3 

30823 HN399A 
Honors Thesis 
(Requires HN Director Consent) 

Wynn 1-6 

*Course Descriptions begin on next page. Cross-listed courses within Honors share the same description. 

If you would like to meet with Dr. Wynn to discuss Honors courses and your path in the Honors program, 

please email her for an appointment: kerry.wynn@washburn.edu 

To receive your PIN, speak with your major advisor. 

mailto:kerry.wynn@washburn.edu


 
 

Course Descriptions 

HN 201 A : Ethics and Responsibilities of Leadership (Michael Gleason) 

This class is a survey of the fundamental ethical responsibilities of leadership. Doing this requires examination of 

obstacles to, and opportunities for, ethical leadership, and it requires an understanding of the cultural contexts of 

leadership and an articulation of a personal ethics statement as a foundation for applied ethics in the leadership 

process. 

HN 201 B/ HN 202 D : Women in World War II (Courtney Sullivan and Kerry Wynn)  

In this interdisciplinary course, we explore women’s roles during WWII in French and American fiction, film, 

autobiography, and history. Frequently cast as victims, resistors, collaborators, patriots, and protesters, women 

were expected to play a gamut of roles during WWII and the period immediately afterward.  The course explores 

the female experience during the war and the anti-nuclear movement that followed, and aims to investigate the 

various representations of women as agents or victims of change. Students will analyze popular depictions of 

women’s experiences in wartime and compare them to historical and academic portrayals of women’s lives. To do 

so, we will utilize memoirs and documentaries with popular films on similar topics.  

HN 201 C : Corrupting the Youth: Ancient Greek Philosophy (Rik Hine) 

It is probably no exaggeration to say that the entire Western intellectual cannon can trace its roots to the first 

Philosophers in 5th century BCE Greece. By far the most famous was Socrates. So, should we be disturbed that he 

was sentenced to death for ‘corrupting the youth’? We will look at the claims he made that resulted in his 

execution, before focusing on the ways in which his student, Plato, built upon, and systemized these ideas. We will 

close by looking at Plato’s student, Aristotle, widely regarded as one of the most influential thinkers in human 

history, and of whom it has been said, “it is doubtful whether any human being has ever known as much as he did.” 

HN 201 D : Introduction to Religion (Chris Jones)  
This course serves as an introduction to the academic discipline of religious studies. We will explore the human 

side of religion through the careful study of contextualized religious communities. All students do a field 

observation component in which they apply theories of religion taught in the class to their field date. Honors 

students will develop and implement a field observation project within a religious community of their choosing, 

and they will work with the instructor to develop a robust reading list in contemporary scholarly literature on 

religion that they will apply to their final field work write-up. 

TH 202 HNA and TH 202 HNB : Acting I (Jane Elliot)  

This class develops the tools used by actors. Improvisations, or spontaneous theatrical play, presents students with 

acting challenges, giving them opportunities to exercise and expand their emotional and expressive range. 

Each challenge provides a particular focus for what are essentially experiments in human behavior. For theatre 

students, improvisation greatly enhances an immediate and vital connection to scene work. It provides tools for 

communication of text and subtext, creation of character, physical activity and nonverbal communication. Non-

theater students are given the opportunity, through these activities to re-engage their senses, revitalize their 

bodies, voices, and intuition and explore the complex maze of human personality, interaction, and communication 

in a safe environment. 

HN 301 A/HN  Section A : Envisioning the Future (Thomas Prasch and David Weed)  

Envisioning the future, particularly in terms of trying to imagine a perfect society, or alternatively the nightmare of 

a social order gone wrong, is certainly nothing new, as works such as Plato’s Republic (ca. 380 BCE) and Thomas 

Moore’s Utopia (1516) indicate. By the late 19th century, however, a combination of growing interest in programs 



 
 

advocating radical social change (socialism, communism), new aesthetic movements, broad-based belief in the idea 

of progress, and technological innovations connected to the full installation of an industrial system led individuals 

in a number of creative fields-art, architecture, film, and fiction, among others-to design visions of the future. 

Futurism, then, seems to be a foundational condition of modernity. 

This course examines these various models of the future, working chronologically through more than a century of 

material, proceeding from an investigation of the ways that thinkers in the past predicted the future to ultimately 

considering some of the ways that our own era is looking forward. 

HN 301 B/HN 302 B : Life and Death on the Kansas Homestead 

(Kelly Erby and Vanessa Steinroetter) 

Just southwest of Baldwin City once stood Prairie City, KS. At its peak. In the late 1850s and 60s, Prairie City 

boasted 25 houses, 2 churches, a school, 4 stores, a hotel, a restaurant, a depot, a grist mill, a cobbler, 2 

blacksmiths, a city park, 2 doctors, a tannery, a lime kiln, and a saw mill. It was also home to The Freeman’s 

Champion newspaper, an abolitionist press. One of the families calling Prairie City home in this period was the 

Millers. Canadian immigrant, George Miller, and his wife, Margaret Lowry, eventually built a farm that spanned 250 

acres. 

This class will engage in archival research to explore the history and cultural context of the Miller family and 

Prairie City, seeking to understand both the family and their home, within the larger context of Kansas and the 

American West in the second half of the 19th century. 

HN 301 C : Professional Ethics (Justin Moss)  

This course studies complex ethical issues that arise in professions such as medicine, finance, law, journalism, 

engineering, and others. Issues examined include, but are not limited to those that are found across many different 

professions: whistleblowing and loyalty, truth-telling and lying, privacy and confidentiality, and issues of social 

responsibility for professionals. This course serves to improve the study of ethics by attracting a unique cross-

section of students from all professional backgrounds to a Philosophy classroom.  

HN 301 D: Speculative Fiction Writing (Izzy Wasserstein) 

From imagining the future based on current trends, to creating alternate histories, to imagining worlds and 

cultures vastly different from our own, speculative fiction (here taken to mean sci-fi, fantasy, and supernatural 

horror)requires of those who write it wide-ranging imagination, careful extrapolation, attention to detail, and the 

ability, as Theodore Sturgeon put it, to “ask the next question.” 

Students will read widely from speculative fiction, craft their own speculative fiction, and engage deeply with one 

another’s writing. Particular attention will be placed on demands emphasized in speculative fiction, including 

world building, extrapolation, and interdisciplinary knowledge. This course will take the form of a workshop. 

HN 202 A & B :Exploring Concepts of Leadership (Lauren Edelman) 

This course provides a survey of leadership theories and introduction to the academic study of leadership using 

case studies and contexts of the leadership process. To do this, it requires identifying personal leadership potential, 

articulation of a personalized leadership theory, and leadership concepts applied in a Campus Action Project. 

HN 202 C : Mock Trial (Danielle Hall)  

By participating in Mock Trial you will: 

-Learn the basics of trial advocacy, and how to polish these basic skills so as to attain competitive success.  

-Develop and sharpen your oral communication skills. 

-Develop advanced research skills. 

-Develop and sharpen your analytical ability.  



 
 

-Learn through competition with your classmates and teams from other universities. 

-Be better prepared for law school. 

HN 101 A & B : Honors Freshman Experience (Section A: Kerry Wynn / Section B: Stephen 

Hageman) 

This is the Honors version of WU 101. Incoming Honors Freshman should enroll in this course instead of WU 101. 

HN101 is a three credit hour course, designed for first year honors students (incoming honors freshman) providing 

students with a common first-semester experience. Course content will focus upon information literacy, 

technology, and the transition into the Washburn University Community of Learning in addition to exposure to co-

curricular activities (a.k.a., passport activities). Common themes such as the exploration of writing, study skills, 

research, wellness, technology, plagiarism, and others will be covered to introduce students to a series of best 

practices for success. 

HN 392 A : Directed Readings 

This section of 392 allows students to develop their own plan of study supervised by either the Dean of the Honors 

Program or another faculty member who has agreed to supervise a student’s independent study. Juniors are 

encouraged (but not required) to enroll in this course prior to enrolling in Honors Thesis. 

HN 399 A : Honors Thesis 

Like HN392A, this course is designed to be an independent study but with the focus being on fulfilling one of the 

requirements for completing the Honors Program – the thesis. 

 

 

For questions/concerns about any of the above courses, Dr. Wynn at honors@washburn.edu or give us a call at 

785.670.1342. To learn more specific details about these courses, point your browser to 

www.washburn.edu/schedule and click on the link labeled ‘Course Schedule.’ Next, at the top of the window, select 

‘Honors’ in the second drop-down box and click ‘Search.’ 

mailto:honors@washburn.edu
http://www.washburn.edu/schedule

